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THE SIGNIFICANCE OF SACRIFICE

THE Gita's theory of sacrifice is stated in two separate
passages; one we find in the third chapter, another in
the fourth; the first gives it in language which might,
taken by itself, seem to be speaking only of the cere-
monial sacrifice; the second interpreting that into the
sense of a large philosophical symbolism, transforms at
once its whole significance and raises it to a plane of
high psychological and spiritual truth. "With sacrifice
the Lord of creatures of old created creatures and said,
By this shall you bring forth (fruits or offspring), let
this be your milker of desires. Foster by this the gods
and let the gods foster you; fostering each other, you
shall attain to the supreme good. Fostered by sacrifice
the gods shall give you desired enjoyments; who enjoys
their given enjoyments and has not given to them, he
is a thief. The good who eat what is left from the
sacrifice, are released from all sin; but evil are they and
enjoy sin who cook (the food) for their own sake.
From food creatures come into being, from rain is the
birth of food, from sacrifice comes into being the rain,
sacrifice is born of work; work know to be born of
Brahman, Brahman is born of the Immutable; there-
fore is the all-pervading Brahman established in the
sacrifice. He who follows not here the wheel thus set
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